Wilson proposes 
record $1.9 billion 
program for FY 1997 


Commissioner Frank Wilson submit- 
ted to the Legislature the most ambitious 
transportation capital program ever put 
forward by NJDOT. The proposal is for 
a record $1.9 billion in construction, 
right-of-way acquisition, design, project 
development and related transportation 
funding. Last year’s program was for 
$1.86 billion. 

“Last year, we put forward New 
Jersey’s Transportation Blueprint to 
guide transportation decisions in our 
state,” Wilson said. “The FY 1997 
Capital Program reflects our Blueprint’s 
focus on economic development, new 
technology, smart spending, construction 
of missing links, system preservation and 
safety.” 

The spending plan was submitted for 
inclusion in Governor Christine Todd 
Whitman’s state budget for the new fiscal 
year, beginning July 1. As part of the 
ongoing budget process, NJ TRANSIT’s 
Board of Directors approved their $610 
million portion of the transportation plan 
on February 27. 

“This program will ensure that 
NJDOT and NJ TRANSIT do their part 
to keep New Jersey open to business,” 
Commissioner Wilson said. “In today’s 
_ global economy, making sure that New 
Jersey has the transportation network to 
remain competitive becomes more and 
more important.” 

NJDOT and NJ TRANSIT high- 
lights include: 

¢ Continued support for Meadowland 
development, including funding for the 
relocation of Route 120 and design and 
engineering work to extend rail service to 
the Meadowland Sports Complex. 

¢ More than $170 million in bridge 
investments, including design and project 
development work supporting a planned 
investment level of more than $1.5 
billion during the next five years. 

¢ Construction funding for major rail 
stations, including the Hamilton Transit 
Station, Newark Penn Station and 
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Governor Christine Todd Whitman joined Commissioner Frank J. Wilson in introducing 


For the employees and retirees of 
the New Jersey Department of Transportation 


"Pothole Pat,"" NJDOT's new pothole patching mascot and the 1-800-POTHOLE hotline to 


the press. 


Governor and Commissioner 


open 1-800-POTHOLE Hotline 


Have you seen a bad pothole or felt one 
rattle the suspension of your car? Well, 
Governor Christine Whitman and NJDOT 
Commissioner Frank J. Wilson want you to 
call 1-800-POTHOLE (768-4653) to report 
it, and promises that if it is on a state road, 


our crews will quickly respond to fill it. 
Standing near a mammoth pothole on 
Route 29 in Lambertville, Wilson and the 
Governor joined together to announce a 
$25 million pothole repair program, of 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Wilson unveils electric car 


Commissioner Frank J. Wilson joined representatives from the Federal Advanced 
Research Projects Agency and Solectria, the manufacturers, in previewing the electric 
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Potholes 


which $10 million is targeted at local and 
county roads around the state. 

“The exact amount each town will get 
to fix potholes has not been determined,” 
said Wilson. “It will be based on a town’s 
population, road miles and the amount of 
precipitation that fell during the winter.” 

Whitman said, “The rough winter with 
record snowfall — and record plowing — 
offset by unseasonably warm thaws has 
been especially hard on the road surfaces. 
So far, the state has spent $470,000 to 
repair more than 23,000 potholes just this 
winter.” 

“T think in New Jersey right now we say 
if winter comes, can new springs for the car 
be far behind?” Whitman quipped. Then 
the Governor and Commissioner were 
handed shovels to help workers put hot 
asphalt into a pothole. 

The new toll-free number will more 
easily allow callers to report the location of 
a pothole to an operator at the NJDOT. 
The caller will either talk to a NJDOT 
operator, or can choose to leave a message 
if the call is made after normal business 
hours. Previously, callers had to reach one 
of four NJDOT regional maintenance 
offices to report a pothole on a state 
highway. 

Serving as the mascot for the NJDOT 
pothole program is “Pothole Pat,” a beaver 
character designed by Communications 
office graphic artist Frank Bridgewater 
with help from Debbi Hutton. 

Ron Raymond of Central Services and 
Rod Roberson of Operations were instru- 
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Governor Whitman and Commissioner Wilson joined the West Amwell maintenance crew 
#133 in filling potholes. The crew includes Ken McNally, Harry Stopp, John Voorhees, 
Martin Fabian, Robert Fields, David Baker, Richard Pucha, William LaRue, William 


Fackenthall and Donald Buckley. 


mental in the installation of the 800 
number. Contributing to the project were 
Sherri Hope Culver of Communications, 
Joe Acerra and Bill McClure of Central 
Services, and Wally Jenkins of MIS. 

Serving as volunteer telephone hotline 
monitors are Ceil Witkowski, Jacque 
Campitelli, Chris Korsak, Karen 
Romanowsky, Kim Burkhart and Darlene 
Posluszny. 

Working in the region maintenance 


NJDOT to test electric cars 


The Department of Transportation has 
been selected to participate in a federally- 
sponsored project of the Advanced 
Research Projects Agency to test and 
evaluate the use of specially fitted electric- 
powered vehicles. 

“Our participation in this project 
means that New Jersey will be in the 
forefront of testing and, ultimately, 
applying this rapidly emerging technol- 
ogy,” Commissioner Wilson said on 
inspecting the car. 

Since the project is intended to 
determine what modifications are neces- 
sary for the efficient use of electric 
vehicles in cold weather states, the 
vehicles will be assigned to the NJDOT’s 
fleet and used for official business on a 
daily basis, including making runs to the 
State House, Trenton train station and 
other locations within the vehicles’ 60- 
mile range. The Department will also 
develop a public outreach program to 
display the vehicles at schools and at other 


special events, such as the NJ State Fair, 
parades and exhibitions. 

Throughout the course of the 18-month 
project, which will begin in summer when 
the vehicles are delivered, the NJDOT will 
collect data on the vehicles’ performance 
to determine the viability of their use in 
the state. The agency will utilize the 
services of Trenton State College’s 
engineering program to help with data 
analysis. 

The electric vehicles are manufactured 
by the Solectria Corp. of Arlington, MA. 
They have no transmission and are 
powered by 14 lead acid batteries. The 
vehicles also are equipped with a regen- 
erative braking system that turns braking 
energy into extra electric power when the 
brakes are applied. A thermal battery 
management system that consists of a 
insulated battery box and internal electric 
heat source helps the vehicle maintain 
optimum battery temperature in cold 
climates. 


offices on daily pothole reports are: 
Region 1; Bill Kilmurray, Linda Barry, 
Harry Stopp and Karen Hartle 

Region 2: Robert Sudol, Mike Devita, Rudi 
Leonard, Charlene Harbeck and Marie 
Sener. 

Region 3: John Bello, Ed Walkoczy, 
Jeffrey Vilee, Candy Coffey, Sue Dempsey 
and Diane Butchin. 

Region 4: Owen Morris, Frances Davis, 
Carol Justis and Denise Sprangel. 
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Mark your calendar 

The NJ Chapter of the American 
Society for Public Administration will hold 
Symposium 96: Surviving and Thriving in a 
Changing Public Service on Friday, March 
22 at the Princeton Marriott Hotel. 
NJDOT employees Dr. Ernest “Bub” 
Kovacs, Quality Consultant and Ken 
Stevenson of the Clean Air Office will lead 
workshops. NJDOP Commnissioner Linda 
Anselmini will moderate a panel of cabinet 
officers on the conference theme and Becky 
Taylor, the Governor’s Press Secretary, 
will participate in a panel discussion on 
media coverage. For more information 
about the meeting or future events, please 
call Ken at 609-530-6508 or Howard 
Immordino at 609-530-2868. 


New positions 


Sherri Hope Culver has been named 
Executive Director of Communications. 
She most recently held the position of 
Manager of Media Productions at New 
Jersey Network and has a wide variety of 
communications experience including 
news, advertising, video, television 
broadcasting and marketing. Sherri has 
also appeared in front of the camera and 
you may heve seen her on NJN News. 

On January 19, three employees 
moved to new positions within NJDOT. 
Former Chief of the Bureau of Construc- 
tion Engineering Frank Battaglia was 
named Acting Director, Construction and 
Materials. He will oversee the reorgani- 
zation and consolidation of the division 
and fulfill all the administrative duties of 
the director’s position. 

Appointed as Director of the newly 
expanded Capital Program Control and 
Support Services Division, John (Jack) 
Lettiere will manage the added areas of 
cost, scheduling and MIS support 
functions, CADD, GIS and maps and 
document control. Formerly, Jack was 
Director of Capital Program Manage- 
ment. 

Timothy McGough will plan and 
direct activities to deliver the capital 
program objectives in his new role as 
Acting Director of Project Management. 
A 15-year NJDOT employee, Tim was 
recently given the “Young Engineer 
Award” by the Professional Engineer’s 
Society of Mercer County at the 36th 


“National Engineers Week” commemora- 
tive on February 18. 


New arrivals 


MVS Auto Insurance Surcharge 
employee Steve Bernhard, SSRII and his 
wife Sherrie, welcomed Ryan Steven on 
August 22, 1995. Ryan weighed in at 7 
Ibs.5 oz. 

George Edward Zanetti III made his 
appearance on December 4, 1995. The 
first child of George Edward Zanetti II, 
Landscape Technician in NJDOT North, 
Totowa and his wife Kim, George III 
weighed 5 Ibs. 4 oz. 

NJDOT Central, Materials employee 
Bill Young and his wife Erin greeted Kyle 
Alexander on New Year’s Day. Their first 
child, Kyle weighed in at 6 Ibs.12 oz. 


Planned nuptials 

Kevin Patrick, CTM Technician 3 in 
NJDOT North, Construction and Karen 
Ann Kowalski announced their engage- 
ment on St.Valentine’s Day. The happy 
couple plan a May 1997 wedding. 


Retirees 


The Bureau of Employee Services 
announced 12 retirements for February 
and March: Frederick Beach, Acct & 
Audit, 25 yrs, 5 mos; Frank Del Bagno, 
NJDOT Central, 28 yrs, 4 mos; Anna 
Echgelmeier, MVS, 18 yrs, 11 mos; 
Leonard Friscia, NJDOT North, 12 yrs, 
2 mos; Robert Ford, NJDOT Central, 25 
yrs; Anna Hoffman, MVS, 11 yrs; 
Albert Mascarelli,NJDOT South, 28 yrs, 
3 mos; William Mechler, Office of 
Appeals, 26 yrs, 3 mos; Caroline 
Panella, MVS, 18 yrs, 7 mos; Joyce 
Olezak, MVS, 16 yrs, 9 mos; Joseph 
Szucsik, Ewing Complex, 32 yrs, 8 mos, 
and Juno Vanelli, NJDOT Central, 30 
yrs, 5 mos. 


Milestones 


Assistant Engineer Kalpesh Shah of 
NJDOT South, Roadway Design Squad 
IV, Trenton, received a Master’s Degree 
in Transportation Engineering from NJ 
Institute of Technology. Initially em- 
ployed as a Technician V in Region I, 
Newark, Shah graduated with a 3.7/4.0 
average in December 1995. 


Blue Ribbon 

Kudos go to NJDOT Central, Sr. Traffic 
Engineer Rafael A. Gonzalez for his good 
Samaritan efforts in mid-January. George J. 
Tyler, Esq., of Giordano, Halleran & Ciesla 
law firm received assistance from Gonzalez 
when his car broke down on I-195. Ina 
recent letter, Tyler commended Gonzales’ 
efforts, “... at a time when government 
employees are being unfairly criticized on 
all fronts, your outstanding citizenship and 
gracious behavior is a credit to you and your 
department.” 


NJDOTer thwarts carjacker 


Jack Stemkowski, a Construction and 
Maintenance Technician 3, in the Newark 
Regional Permits Office was driving on 
Route 22 in Union on March | when he 
noticed a man attempting to jump into a 
vehicle stopped at a light. 

“T noticed the man yelling at a female 
motorist in a Mercury Topaz,” 
Stemkowski said. “The man threw a 
punch at the driver and started to jump in 
the car. I radioed the Newark Dispatcher 
to notify the police.” 

As Stemkowski followed the car with 
another NJDOT emloyee, Fred Marchitto, 
also a Construction and Maintenance 
Technician 3, he saw that the driver was 
trying to shake the man loose from the car 
by speeding up and slowing down. The 
man ultimately got into the car and it 
came to a stop. 

“Two men in the van in front of me 
Jumped out of their car and pulled the 
man out of the car,” Stemkowski said. “I 
got out of my car and helped hold the car- 
jacker down. The police got there very 
quickly and took control of the situation.” 

Stemkowski has been with the 
Department for 17 years. 


An ‘open invitational’ to 


NJDOT sports enthusiasts! 


If you play on NJDOT/MVS 
bowling, softball, golf or tennis league, 
let the Transporter hear about it. 

With the April 1996 issue, we'll resume 
reporting on your main events. Pictures 
are always welcome. 

Include your name, title, the date, 
your phone number, unit or region and 
the details of your sports event. Then 
send the story with a picture (if one’s 
available) to Edyth Hetman, Communi- 
cations Office, CN 600, Trenton; or 
FAX it to (609) 530-5469. If you 
have questions, please call (609) 530- 
2212 or 530-5427.Remember don’t be 
FORE-gotten! Let ‘s hear from you 
soon! 


This Month in Department History 


The March 1922 issue of The Highwayman, the employee 
newsletter of its day, recounts the beginning of federally 
funded roads. The following is an excerpt: 

“The Secretary (Commissioner) is considering a tentative 
draft of rules and regulations 
for the administration of the 
Federal Highway Act, approved 
last November, under which 
$75,000,000 is appropriated for 
the construction of Federal aid roads in the United States.” 
(New Jersey’s share of federal money In Fiscal year 1997 is 
estimated at $900 million). “The Secretary is impressed with 
the need for closest possible cooperation between the Federal 
Government and the States in the development of the federal 
aid highway system called for by the act ...” 


$1.9 billion for FY 1997 


foundation work at the Hoboken Terminal. 

¢ Project development work to design solutions for two 
of the State’s most serious regional bottlenecks: the I-80/ 
287 interchange and the I-295/Route 42 interchange. 

«Continued construction funding for key rail line 
interconnections, including the Secaucus Transfer, the 
Montclair Connection and the Hunter Connection. 

e Advancement of missing links, including Route 1 at 
Penns Neck, Route 31 Flemington bypass and Route 206 
Hillsborough bypass. 

¢ Final design and initial construction of the Hudson- 
Bergen Light Rail Transit System under a “design-build- 
Operate-maintain” implementation strategy to reduce the 
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.. Each project submitted by the States will be exami 
with the utmost care by the Bureau of Public Roads to « 
whether it is likely that the roads proposed will Comms Ww 
Federal system as finally selected. 

"Each State highway 
has been requested to sub 


construction in those da: 


tentative map showing routes proposed for primary a 

ary systems. In examining and passing upon these recomn 
dations special consideration will be given to social and ec 
nomic questions involved, such as services to the pop 
established trends of traffic, existing industries, nay 1 
resources, etc.” 


(from page one) 


overall cost of the project. 

¢ Development of new visitors centers near the Dela- 
ware Memorial Bridge and I-78, and rehabilitation and 
landscaping of the roadside environment of Route 1 in 
Trenton and I-280 in Newark as part of the continuing 
upgrade of gateways to New Jersey’s cities. 

¢ Development and construction funding for an 
“ecotourism” pilot project in Cumberland County, provid- 
ing birdwatchers and other ecotourists with better signing 
and improved access to natural areas. 

NJDOT is continuing its efforts to streamline opera- 
tions and accelerate projects in order to achieve maximum 
results. 


Spring is Health Fair Season—time to review your benefits 


Think spring! Start all those activities you’ ve been saving up 
for warm weather days. Get out in the fresh air and walk, 
improve your golf game or watch every home game of the 
Trenton Thunder baseball team. But, before you put on the 
sunscreen, think about another form of protection: dental and 
health coverage. 

NJDOT Employee Support Services can help you eliminate 
any concerns about too much or too little medical and dental 
coverage for you and your family. All you have to do is attend 
the Health Fair in your area to change your current coverage, or 
enroll in a new plan. You can talk to a variety of health and 
dental providers and they’II fill you in on what’s available. 

The Health Fairs are scheduled from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 


these locations: 

on March 27 at NJDOT Central, 100 Daniels Way, Freehold; on 
March 29 at Ewing Complex in the Multi-purpose Room; on 
April 2 at MVS Headquarters in the main lobby; on April 3 at 
NJDOT South, 3906 Church Rd, Mt. Laurel; on April 9 at 
NJDOT North, 2 Route 21, Newark; and on April 10 at NJDOT 
North, 150 Commons Way, Bridgewater. 

To change your coverage or enroll in a new plan, just com- 
plete an application and submit it to the Health Benefit Unit of 
Employee Support Services by April 30. The effective date for 
new coverage is July 6. If you’re unable to attend any of the 
scheduled fairs, contact your personnel administrator or a health 
benefit representative. 
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